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S Z R, 


M Y regard for the memory of Mrs, 
STURGIS, my efteem for you, and my 
obligations to both, are too great to deny your 
requeſt ; which is, That I would publiſh her 
Funeral diſcourſe, Had this requeſt been ſooner 
made, I could have recollected better what I. 
delivered on that occafion. If I learn that what 
I have now written, ſhould be of any ſervice 
to them that read it, I ſhall be thankful ; and 
F it be received by you as an evidence of my 
gratitude for your long-continued kindneſs to 
me, and te my family, I ſhall feel additional 
pleaſure. Every man is allowed to be grate- 
ful. And, J hope, Sir, in this inflance, I'run 
no hazard of giving offence to others, while [ 
thus manifeſt how much 1 think I am your 


obliged, and reſpectful friend, 


Joun MARTIN. 


| Margaret-Street, 
Cavendiſh-Square, 
March 13th, 1783. * 
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PHILIPPIANS III. 9. (latter part.) 


— AND BE FOUND IN Him. 


My BRETHREN : 


F religious impreſſions, we may ob- 
ſerve, that ſome of them. are perma- 
nent, and of ſtanding uſe; others are tran- 
fient,” but frequently return; and ſome 
again, are ſudden and uncommon, but of 
peculiar force in painful and perilous ſitu- 
ations, Every impreſſion, however, which 
is truly religious, is by the ſame word, the 
word of truth ; by the ſame ſpirit, the ſpi- 
rit of grace; and ſubſervient to the ſame 
end, the glory of God. | 
The words I have read, were of fanding 
ſervice to our departed friend. I do not 
recollect any text which, in her late ind 
long affliction, ſhe more forcibly, or more 
frequently repeated, But, I confeſs, that 
this fact forms no apology in favour of my 
preſent attempt. As a preacher, I cannot 
| B | 


be 


1 
be juſtified in ſelecting any ſubject for your 
attention, on which I am unprepared to 
ſpeak. If then, I this day comply. with 


| cuſtom, and yield to the force of friendſhip 


in preaching, what is commonly called, a 
funeral ſermon, I preſume to ſay, that I fo 


yield as in yielding to preſerve a due defe- 


rence to the dictates of my own conſcience, 
I have endeavoured: to ſtudy my text with 
ſome attention; I have been long acquainted 
with it; often refreſhed and inſtructed by 
it; and, on theſe principles, I have no ob- 
jection to make it the ſubject of a fingle 
ſermon. _ 

Strictly ſpeaking; words, in themſelves, 
have no meaning. The meaning, if there 
be any, is the meaning of him who ſpeaks, 
or writes. Nor is this remark frivolous : - 
ſince, the ſaine words, from different men, 
frequently convey, and are ſometimes in- 
tended to convey, not only a different, but 
an oppoſite meaning. This reflection, if it 
be juſt, ſhould turn our attention from 
words to things ; from ſound to ſenſe 
from what is ſaid to the ſpeaker ; his cha- 


racter, condition and intention. 


The clauſe I have now read, is the lan- 
uage of the heart. Of his heart who, on 


Ro ſubjects, poſſeſſed the fineſt : un- 


der ſtanding, 


\ 


1 


| derſtanding: His eyes were opened * befote 


his pen produced this remarkable expreſ- 
ſion. Paul; of whom I ſpeak, was, when 
he wrote to the Philippians, a priſoner of 
Jeſus, Chriſt :- it was in the cauſe of Chriſt, 
that he then ſuffered perſecution. Rome 


was the city in which this faithful witneſs 


to the truth was then bound. The church 


at Philippi had compaſſion on him in his 


bonds, They manifeſted theit affection 
towards him by Epaphroditus, their mini- 
ſter. Paul was touched with their chri- 
ſtian compaſſion ; and, in this epiſtle, he 
expreſſes both his ſatisfaction, and his gra- 
titude, with apoſtolical ſimplicity.—“ I 
* have all, and abound; I am full, having 
* received of Epaphroditus the things 
* which were ſent from you, an odour of 
* a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice well pleaſing to 
God.“ So he writes; and writes with- 
out reſerve to theſe affectionate friends. In 
the fulneſs of his heart, he aſſures them, 
That what things were gain to him, 
* thoſe he had counted loſs for Chriſt ©.” 
He affures. them, that neither his priſon, 


nor his chains, had produced any change in 


his mind, either concerning Chriſt, or 
Chriſtianity. Each, to him, was as much 
Ads vii, 18, Phil. iv. 18, Phil. iii. 7. 

Ba ' ': elteemed 


25 


Ci 8 ] 
atcanied as ever. We cannot doubt it, 
when we hear him ſay, Yea doubtleſs, 
* and I count, (do now count,) all things 
* but loſs for the excellency of the know- 
« ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my: Lord; for 
* whom. I have ſuffered the Joſs of all 


„things, and do count them but dung, 


that I may win Chriſt, and be found in 


„ him.“ 


This laſt clauſe ſhave read actively, and 
explain it thus: that the apoſtle expected 


to find in Chriſt a rich reward for every 


loſs; and that when his loſs for Chriſt was 


compared with his preſent and future gain 


by him, he not only did what was right, 
in being willing to ſuffer on his account, 
but what was wiſe and prudent.—I have 
no doubt of this; nor can I; ſo long as 1 
recolle& and credit the words of our Lord 
to Peter: «« Verily I ſay unto you, there is 
© no. man that hath left houſe, or brethren, 
« or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
* or children, or lands, for my ſake and the 
e goſpel's, but he ſhall receive an hundred- 


fold now in this time, houſes, and bre- 


« thren, and fiſters, and mothers, and chil- 
te dren, and lands, with perſecutions ; and, 
« in the world to come, eternal life 
* Phil. iii. 8, _ * Mark x. 29, 30- 

| . 


apoſtle could have no deſire to be found in 


19 1 


But, I chooſe to follow our own tranſlation 

of the text; which, from the pen of the 

ous appears to me to imply, = 

I. His ad with Jeſus Chriſt; * ; 
II. His affection for him; ; 


III. His continged expectation from cho 


riches of his grace; 


Iv. His ſettled abhorrence of thoſe 1 
which might alienate his mind, or draw his 
aection from this Object. 


- Such are, in my apprehenſion, the things 


traplicd by the apoſtle in the words before 


us: I will, therefore, endeavour, to recall 
theſe remarks, and make each a feparate 
head of this diſcourſe: after which, I in- 
tend to pay a reſpectful, but juſt w- 
to the memory of our deceaſed friend. 

this attempt, I not only wiſh to have, = 
I will try to deſerve your candid and con- 
tinued attention. 


I. Acquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt is one 
thing we ſuppoſe to be implied in the words 
of our text. 

And is it not natural to ſuppoſe, that the 


1 10 
an unknown objec ? But, we are not left 
to ſuppoſition on this ſubject: « I know,” 
ſays the apoſtle, ** whom I have believed, 
« and I am perſuaded, that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto 


fF > 


% him againſt that day. This connection 


- Is indiſpenſable; ſince no man can deſire 


conſiſtently, to be found in Chriſt, who is 
not previouſly acquainted with his perſon; 
conduct and character. But we cannot ob- 
tain this acquaintance, unleſs we are well ac- 
quainted with two laws. I mean, the moral 
law of God, and that impelling law, which, 
in the ſacred page, is called the law of fin. 
There was a period when Paul was groſly 
ignorant of theſe two laws. He was then 
a phariſee. In that ſad ſtate, what he after - 
wards faid of the phariſees might have been 
applied to himſelf; that he had a © zeal of 
“ God, but not according to knowledge. 
As'a phariſee, 'we may preſume that he was, 
at firſt, a ſtranger to the life and miſſion of 
Jeſus Chriſt. But when,. by the fame of 
his miracles, the ſucceſs of his miniſtry, and 
the envy of his own ſe, he heard much of 
him who was born at Bethlehem, inſtantly 
he became an enemy to his growing intereſt, 


3 Tim. i. 12. * Rom. xX. 2. 


He 


111 ] 

He was, indeed, an open enemy, and an 
enemy of an implacable caſt ; © breathing 
« threatenings and laughter againſt the 
5 diſciples of the Lord *;” “ perſecuting 
«* this way unto the death; © binding 
«and delivering into priſons both men and 
* women ; puniſhing them oft in every ſy- 
% nagogue ; compelling them to blaſpheme; 
« and being exceedingly mad againſt them, 
*« he perſecuted them even unto ſtrange ci- 
ties. — In this temper, what could he 
© know either of the law of God, or, of the 
law of ſin? Since his light (if I may ſo 
expreſs it) was darkneſs, his zeal, madneſs, 
his morality, monſtrous. But, “it pleaſed 
„God, who ſeparated him from his mo- 
e ther's womb,” (to the work of the mi- 
niſtry,) ** to call him by his grace. By 
this call, he was, at firſt, alarmed, and af- 
terwards, allured. By a perception of the 
extent, and of the ſpirituality of the moral 
law; by a perception of the inflexible na- 
ture of the covenant of works, and by*the / 
rigour of its demand, ** fin revived, and 
« he died.“ Yet, his attachment to this 
law, as a rule of conduct, was not de- 
ſtroyed : quite the reverſe, it was increaſed, 


d Acts ix, 1. | xii, 4+ * xxvi. 11. 
Gal. i. 15. ® Rom. 7. 9. 


He 
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1 1 
He fave that * the law was holy, and that 
* the commandment was holy, juſt and 
good *:” he ſaw alſo, by this view of the 
moral law, that fin was « exceeding fin» 
« ful *,” He affures us, he had not 
* known fin,” (I ſuppoſe he ſpeaks of ins 
dwelling ſin,) “ but by the law ';“ he 


adds, for I had not known luſt, except 


« the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet.” _ 
In ſhort, fin deceived him; and when un- 
deceived, he was alarmed ; and when thus 
alarmed, he was allured to repoſe his con- 
fidence in him who was made fin for us, 
« —that we might be made the righteouſ, 
„ neſs of God in him !. 

Saul was doubly undeceived in reſpect of 
fin. Once, it ſeems, that his ſinful defires 
appeared to him to be but few, and eaſy to 
be reſtrained, The ſelf-righteous ever think 
ſo, by comparing themſelves with athers, 
But, when called of God, he found his 
criminal thoughts and deſires to be nume- 
raus and inſatiable. The better he knew, 
and the more he loved the law of God, the 
more clearly he ſaw, and the more ſtrongly 
he felt, that indwelling fin was a reſtleſs, 
raging appetite, ever urging him to taſte 

Rom. vii. 12. * ver. 13. ” ver. 7. 


1 2 Cor. v. ar. | . 
1 far- 


\ * 
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forbidden food. In this manner, deception 
long concealed was made conſpicuous, 
But fin alſo deceived him in his ſanguine 
expectation of future happineſs: for, as a 
Phariſee, his hope was founded on his per- 
ſonal obedience to the law of Moſes, and 
his attachment to the Sinai diſpenſation, 
But © the commandment which was or- 
© daiĩned to life, to be a rule of life, “ he,” 
(who thought of being juſtified chiefly by his 
obedience to that commandment,) ** found it 
s to be unto death*.” How great his diſap- 
pointment-! yet, how juſt ! nay, how kind 
was it, in ſuch a miſtake, to be effectually 
undeceived ! 

Had his deceptions neren what could 
he have known either of the law of God, or 
of the law of ſin? And, ignorant of theſe 
laws, what could he have diſcovered * of the 
* law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus*?” 
Thus, then, commenced Saul's acquaint- 
ance with Jeſus Chriſt : not in a ſtate of 
ignorance, but after his eyes were opened 
not in a ſtate of deception, but on his being 
undeceived. And what did he wiſh, think 
you, when he firſt ſaw © the lamb of God 


Y Rom, vii. 10. C Rom. vili. 2. 


"© « who 


- 
* 

— = 4% 4 

— — — — 


4 - 
þ -D- -— a> —IS-5 
-» — — _ a 

K A= —2— ꝶ—U—U⸗ꝑiknur; „ I. NNE Le ͥ ꝗ ↄ ↄ . ot. EC TS os 


—— —„—-˙ — 
= — "IS = 


— 
— 


——————2²' 
— 
—— I Ss 
2 2 


— u, _——— 
— — 
— 


— 


( 14 ] 

10 who taketh away the fin of the world"; of 
and faw him both willing and “ able to fave 
* to the uttermoſt, all that come unto God 
*« by him?” It was, I believe, to be found 
in a ſtate of union and ſubjection to this 
Almighty Saviour. And ever after, in every 
duty, affliction and temptation, this diſpoſi- 
tion was the ruling principle of his life. 

But I ſpeak, perhaps, in the preſence of 
ſome who are yet unacquainted with this 


great High Prieſt. Suffer a word of admo- 


nition. You are (as well as we) ſinful crea- 
tures: acquaintance then with every other 
object, while ignorant of this, muſt iſſue 
in diſappointment, But you cannot be ac- 
quainted with Jeſus Chriſt unleſs you are 
acquainted with yourſelves; and ſelf- ac- 
quaintance, in a moral ſenſe, cannot be ob- 
tained but by a knowledge of that law which 
is the rule of moral conduct. Turn, then, 
your beſt attention to the nature and extent 
of that law, as explained by our Lord him- 
ſelf, in his ſermon on the mount”. That 

expoſition is calculated to convince you, that 
there is not any thing more diſſimilar than 
the heart of man, (of every man who is un- 
converted) and the law of God. The law 


John i. 9. Heb, vii, 25. Matt. v. vi, vii. 


(05 -1 


is ſpiritual, the heart is carnal ; the law is 
the mirror of purity, the heart is the foun- 
tain of all that is unclean. Deſtitute of 
this diſcovery, you will imagine you only 
fin by temptation ; but guided by this un- 
erring light, you will find depravity © deep 
* within.” You will find, that in-dwelling 
fin is an appetite ever impelling you to 
make proviſion for the luſts of the fleſh; you 
will find it is, in effect, for ever crying, 
Give, give“; but, like the grave, it never 
faith, ** It is enough.” Feeling the force 
of this fact, all hope of being ſaved, by any 
merit in your own righteouſneſs, will ab- 
ſolutely periſh. Then, if at all, you will 
ſincerely ſeek acquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt; 
then, and not before, you will cordially de- 
fire to be“ found in him.” But, 


II. Affection for Jeſus Chriſt, as well as 
acquaintance with him, ſeems to be im- 
plied in the words of our text. This lan- 
guage is at once the language of knowledge 
and of love. 

To be found in Chriſt, if I may ſo ex- 
preſs it, is to be found in him as Moſes was 
found in the clift of the rock when the 
Lord vouchſafed to ſhew to him his glory. 


* Prov. xxx. 15, 


« And 
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( 16 ] 
e And he ſaid (to Moſes) I will make all 
% my goodneſs paſs before thee, and I will 
*© proclaim the name of the Loxp before 
« thee; and will be gracious to whom J 
* will be gracious, and will ſhew mercy on 
* whom I will ſhew mercy. And he ſaid, 
* (to Moſes) thou canſt not ſee my face: 
« for there ſhall no man ſee me and live, 
« And the Lord ſaid, behold, there is a 
te place by me, and thou ſhalt ſtand upon a 
* rock. And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
« while my glory paſſeth by, that I will 
e put thee in a clift of the rock; and will 
“cover thee with my hand while I paſs by?.” 
In theſe circumſtances, it muſt be ad- 
mitted, it was both far the ſafety · and for 
the ſatisfaction of Moſes, to ſtand where 
he then ſtood, and to hear what he then 
heard; and to be found in Chriſt, is, certain- 
ly, both for the ſafety and ſatisfaction of 
every believer; the more ſo, fince to be 
found in him, is as truly of divine ap- 
pointment, and will as certainly meet with 
the Divine approbation, as what we have re- 
cited concerning Moſes, the man of God. 
Again: To be found in Chriſt, is to be 
found in him “as a covert from the tem- 


Exod, xxxiii, 19. 
a cc peſt” 


„ 
* peſt” of deſerved indignation. We are 
encouraged to * flee for refuge to the hopo 
1% ſet before us. That hope is in the a- 
tonement of our Lord, And, the report of 
the nature, the neceſſity, and deſign of that 
atonement, is, in my opinion, the capital 
ſubject of revelation, The Sacred report 
of this atonement, and of him who made it, 
is not receivable but by faith; nor to a ſav- 
ing purpoſe, by any other faith than that 
which produceth love, When a penitent 
flees by faith to this refuge, his mind is a- 
larmed by truth, his heart is allured by 
grace, He does not flee with enmity againſt 
that law which condemns an impenitent 
finner ; he“ approves it well ;” therefore, 
while he flees to obtain protection from its 
deſerved curſe, that curſe is not to him 
more dreadful, than the manner in which 
it is removed is in his eye delightful. His 
love to the law, as well as love to himſelf, 
carries him to Jeſus Chriſt; who is that 
object who has, and who alone has, mag- 
nified the covenant of works, and made it 
honourable. He ſees in him“ righteouſ- 
* neſs and true holineſs ;” he ſees in him 


the principle of the law, (love to God and 
* Heb. vi, 18, 


man) 


( 218 ] 

man,) expreſſed ; he ſees in him the precepts 
of the law fulfilled ; he ſees in him the pe- 
nalty of the law ſuſtained. In him he ſees 
a ſubſtitute, a ſovereign, a prophet, a prieſt, 
a ſaviour: © Immanuel, God with us*!” 
Faith, in theſe facts, produceth hope, hope 


; produceth affection, and affection brings the 
believer from every revolt to the ſhepherd 


and biſhop of his ſoul*,” 

| Befides; the man who thus flees for re- 
fuge and obtains it, under what immenſe ob- 
ligation is that man laid to his redeemer and 
protector? But, we all know, that obliga- 


tions are ever irkſome where affection is 
wanting. Love, however, delights to call 


the long liſt of obligations to mind, to ſum 
up repeated favours, and to produce correſ- 
ponding diſpoſitions, Hear our Apoſtle's 
language on this ſubject, and follow his ex- 
ample: * The love of Chriſt conſtraineth 
e us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one 
* died for all, then were all dead; and 
« that he died for all, that they which live 
* ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
« ſelves, but unto him which died for them 
* and roſe again*,”—* For to this end 
« Chriſt both died and roſe, and revived, 


2 Matt. i. 23. I. Pet. ii. 25. © II. Cor. v. 14, 15. 
| 2 60 
that 


N 
te that he might be Lord both of the dead 
te and living.“ 

In fine, to be found in Chriſt muſt be 
attended with ſome evidence of that fact, or 
it cannot be to our conſolation. But with- 
out affection to him this evidence cannot 
exiſt. May it then be clearly ſeen, and hap- 
pily improved! When ſophiſtry is employ- 
ed to diſturb our minds, and the artful 
objections, and ſpecious arguments of unbe- 
lievers are thrown in our way, may we find, 
« that the word of Chriſt dwelleth in us rich- 
« ly in all wiſdom*;” * that we are rooted 
* and built up in him, and ſtabliſhed in the 
„„ faith, as we have been taught; “and 
*« are ready to give an anſwer to every 
* man that aſketh us of the reaſon of the 
* hope that is in us, with meekneſs and 
*« fear*!'—When threatened with a train of 
evils to deter us from following the Lord; 
when commanded to ſpeak no more in his 
name, or of it; (ſhould we be thus tried) 
may it be found, we have courage to an- 
ſwer our oppoſers as Peter and John an- 
ſwered their perſecutors ; ſaying, © We 
* ought to obey God rather than men!!!“ 
Appealing to their conſcience, ©* Whether 


Rom. xiv. 9. Col. iii, 16. Col. ii. 7. 
J. Pet. iti. 15. Acts v. 29. 


| { 26 7 | 

t jt would be right, in the ſight of God, to 
% hearken unto them more than unto him*.” 

Should our timid friends throw objections 
in our way to turn us aſide from the path 
of undoubted duty, may we feel what Paul 
himſelf felt on ſuch an occaſion : © What 
mean you, (ſaid he) to weep and to break - 
© mine heart? for I am ready not to be 
„bound only, but alſo to die for the name 
* of the Lord Jeſus*,” In ſuch ſeaſons, 
may we have reſolution to add, None of 
<«« theſe things move us, neither count we 
*© our lives dear to ourſelves, ſo that we 
* might finiſh our courſe with joy'!” 
When allured by periſhing objects, when 
courted by the charms of terreſtrial plea- 
ſures, profits, or honours, to decline com- 
munion with Jeſus Chriſt, may we have 
fortitude to reply, We look not at 
„ the things which are ſeen, but at the 
e things which are not ſeen; for the things 
% which are ſeen are temporal, but the 
* things which are not ſeen are eternal“. — 
When the fiery darts of Satan are levelled 
at us, may we * reſiſt him, ſtedfaſt in the 


„ faith®;” and at length obtain the victory, 


and be more than conquerors through 


| As iv. 19. Acts xxi. 13. Acts xx. 24. 
® II. Cor. iv. 18. 1 I. Pet. Vs 9. 
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<« him that loved us*!” In every fleeting 
fcene of life, and in the dying ftruggle, may 
we feel for him that love ** never faileth*!” 
Theſe diſpoſitions, if obtained, will vouch 
for us, that we are in Jeſus. Chriſt, and 
that he is, in us, the hope of glory.“ 


III. Continued expectation from the rich- 

es of our Redeemer's grace, is another thing 
which ſeems to be implied in the language 
of our tet. { 

Whoever comes with approbation to 
Jeſus Chriſt, comes as an expectant ; be- 
cauſe he comes in the want of all things, 
as the prodigal came to his father. He who 
affects to come on an oppoſite principle, 
neither knows himſelf, nor that object to 
whom he approaches. Diſintereſted lovers, 
as ſome chooſe to be conſidered, may form 
what notions they pleaſe of the purity of 
their affection. I confeſs, I have no great 
opinion of the humility, or even of the ſo- 
briety of their temper. : For myſelf, I am 
more and more content to come to Jeſus 
; Chriſt as called. But, in what terms were 
we firſt called to believe in him? By theſe: 


, Rom, viii. 37. ? J. Cor. xiii. 8. 4 Col. i. 27. 
D ; Come 
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© Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
* heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
— For what end were we thus invited? 
That he, of God, might be made unto us 
© wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
*« redemption *.” And, as we have not any of 
| theſe bleflings but in him, and from him, 
we ought to remember, that this mercy is 
granted, ** that no fleſh ſhould glory in the 
e preſence of God: but, according as it is 
&« written, He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord'.”—TI-am, My Brethren, fully 

convinced, that if our Redeemer does not 
give us reſt, we ſhall not give him glory. 
„Who has firſt given to the Lord, and it 
«« ſhall be recompenſed to him again? For 
* of him, and through him, and. to him 
s are all things: to whom be glory. for ever, 
« Amen *.” ; 
Would ye merit pt would ye 4 | 
reſpect ? would ye claim due attention ? go, 
relieve the wretched, feed the hungry, 
clothe-the naked, teach the ignorant, guard 
the weak, ranſom the ſlave, forgive the of- 
fending, ſet the humble debtor free; but 


=Y Matt, xi. 28. 5 I, Cor. i. 30. 5 I. Cor. i. 31. 
Rom. xi. 35, 36. 3 ; 


when 
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whe you- come to Chriſt, remember God 
is there! If he was poor, it was for yout 
fakes :. it was, that you, through his po- 
*© yerty, might be rich. And, being en- 
riched by him; whatſoever ye do to the ho- 
nour of God; recollect that end can only be 
obtained by humility: When moſt uſeful, . 
when moſt liberal, it is but juſt to ſay, 
Nov therefore, our God, we thank thee, 
* and praiſe thy glorious name; for all 
things come of thee, and of thine own 
have we given thee *.” 

It is clear, that when Saul came to Jeſus 
_- Chriſt, he came as an expeQant; and he 
was not diſappointed. At the firſt inter- 

view our Lord convinced him that his path 
was perilous, and that his oppoſition to 
his perſon and intereſt was unwiſe: ** It is 
* hard, (both injurious and abſurd) for thee 
to kick againſt the pricks*.” Convinced 
in meaſure of his daring, dangerous attempt, 
Saul ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou have me 
% to do?“ It was told him: But, what 
was Ananias inſtructed to ſay to Saul on 
this occaſion? Theſe words: Brother 
*« Saul, the Lord, even Jeſus, who appear» 


II. Cor. viii. 9. » I. Chron. xxix, 1 14. 
Acts ix. 5. Acts ix. 6. | 
7 g D 2 46 ed 


F 
« ed unto thee in the way as thou cameſt, hath: 
*«« ſent me that thou mighteſt receive thy ſight, 
*« and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt*.” To 
be called a brother in the Lord; to hear of 
Jeſus, a Saviour, the only Saviour of ſinners; 
to receive his ſight, and to be filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt ; ſurely theſe were great 
favours; favours that laid him under pecu- 
liar obligations. But, did not Saul want 
theſe bleſſings? Why then were theſe bleſ- 
ſings beſtowed ? Or was he unwilling to re- 
ceive ſuch favour ? Far from it; for, imme 
diately ** there fell from his eyes as it had 
« been ſcales: and he reccived fight forth- 
« with, and aroſe, and was baptized*.”—Be 
it further obſerved, that as Saul came an ex- 
pectant to Chriſt, and was not diſappointed, 
ſo, he continued to truſt in the Lord, and 
was not confounded. Who runneth an ar- 
ducous race when no prize is in view? or 
fighteth, where no advantage is to be obtain- 
ed? How Paul ran and fought, his own 
words abundantly teſtify. Know ye not 
« that they who run in a race, run all, but 
one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye 
© may obtain. And every man that ſtriveth 


Acts ix. 17. 8 3 ix. 18. 


+ « for 
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for the maſtery, is temperate in all things: 
„now, they do it to obtain a corruptible 
* crown, but we an incorruptible. I there- 
© fore ſo run, not as uncertainly : fo fight 
“J, not as one that beateth the air: but I 
keep under my body, and bring it into 
te ſubjection: leſt that, by any means; 
„hen I have preached to others, I my- 
« ſelf ſhould be a caſt ue ne not re- 

cei ved. | 
This incorruptible crown Paul kepe'i in 
view, from the commencement of his chriſ- 
tian courſe to the cloſe of his days. He 
taught others to do the ſame. He faid 
to Timothy, Fight the good fight of 
« faith, lay hold on eternal life?.“ And 
not long before his death, to the ſame young 
man, he faid : I am now ready to be of- 
*« fered, and the time of my departure is at 
* hand, I have fought a good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
* faith. Hehtceforth:there is laid up for me 
* acrown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
*« the neee judge, ſhall give. me at that 


9 * ix. 24, 25, 26, 27. 41. Tim. vi. 12. 

®* The juſtly celebrated Mr. Jamts SAURIN'has 
thrown, in my opinion, a very pleaſing light on this 
paſſage. See his ſermon, Sur la Neceſſiti des Progreſs 


4e la ſanctiſication. Vol II. page 445, Edit. Lauſanne. 
1 a * day; 
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day! and not to me only, but unto alt 
* them alſo that love his appearing*.” To 
the Philippians; in this epiſtle, he propoſed 
the ſame ſentiments, urged the ſame argu- 
ments, and diſcovered ' the fame diſpoſi- 
tion. His language to them is, © Brethren, 
« I count not myſelf to have apprehended: 
* but this one thing I do, forgetting thoſe 
* things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto thoſe things which are before, 
« I preſs toward the mark, for'the prize of 
* the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus,” 
And he adds, © Whereto we have already 
« attained,. let us walk by the ſame rule, 
* let us mind the ſame thing ©.” 

Not to encreaſe quotations, (already, 
perhaps, too numerous,) let it ſuffice to 
repeat, what in other words has been 
aſſerted, that, after his converſion, Paul ever 
lived, Looking for (what he calls) that 
0 bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 
« of the great God, and our "SIE Jelus 
« Chriſt*,?.:. +... 

Live then, PPAR. * * have 
ever lived, © Looking for the mercy 


u. Tim: iv. 6, 7, 8. * Phil, ift. 13, 14, 16. 
f Tit, ii. 13. of , 
Fe 


171 
f of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto: ; eternal 
life. | 1 


IV. A {ttled. 8 of every thing 
which might alienate the Apoſtle's mind 
from this captivating object, is the laſt idea 
which I ſhall now conſider as implied = | 
the language of our text. 

Science, ſenſuality, or a ſelf-righteous 
diſpofition were, by him, equally abhorred, 
when by thoſe terms any thing was intend- 
ed that ſtood in . to the kingdom of 
Chriſt. | 

Paul was a man of dhe nd made his 
learning ſubſervient to the Redeemer's inte- 
reſt. But he knew, there was a ** ſcience 
ee falſely ſo called*.” He knew alſo, that 
many of the proud ſons of ſcience were, 
as Sophiſts, enemies to the croſs of Chriſt. 
He knew, that all ſcience, as diſtinct 
from faith, was vain, and inefficacious in 
the redemption of the ſoul, and the reno- 
vation of the human heart. Where,” ſaid 
« he, „is the wiſe? Where is the ſcribe? 
fe Where is the diſputer of this world? 
 f* Hath not God made fooliſh the wiſ- 


5 Jude 21, I. Tim. vi. 20. 


* dom, 


3 
« dom of this world? For after that in 
« the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom 
„% knew not God, it pleaſed God by the 
*« fooliſhneſs of preaching to fave them that 
« believe. | For the Jews require a fign, and 
« the Greeks ſeek after wiſdom : but we 
« preach Chriſt crucified ; unto the 'Jews 
C a ſtumbling- block, and unto the Greeks 


% fooliſhneſs; but unto them which are 


called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt, the 
„power of God, and the wiſdom of God.“ 
This ſpirit he preſerved in all the churches; 
and determined not to glory, © ſave in tho 
« croſs of Chriſt *,”? ' * 

Over ſenſuality, ITY a criminal attach; 
ment to worldly intereſt, we ſee he obtained 
a victory. He learned in every ſtate to be 
© content..“ He renounced the hidden 


. ** things of diſhoneſty, not walking in 


* craftineſs, nor handling the word of God 
te deceitfully, but by manifeſtation of the 
ce truth, commended himſelf to every 
% man's conſcience. in the fight of God“. 
Speaking to the elders of the church at 
Epheſus, he ſaid, I have coveted no 
* man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, 


I. Cor. i. 20, 21, 22, 235 24 * Gal. vi. 14. 
Phil. iv. 11. II. Cor. iv. 2. 


« you 
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n ye yourſelves know that theſe hands 
* have miniſtered unto my neceſſities, and 
** to them that were with me. I have ſhewed 
you all things, how that fo labouring ye 
„ ought to ſupport the weak, and to re- 
„member the words of the Lord Jeſus, 
how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give than 
* to receive. In reſpect of other ſenſua - 
lities, from a perverſion of the goſpel, or 
a partial view of thoſe glad tydings, the 
Apoſtle aſks, © What ſhall we fay then? 
« Shall we continue in fin that grace may 
& abound*?” His anſwer, (as uſual, is,) 
« God forbid. How ſhall we that are dead 
* to fin, live any longer therein?“ His at- 
tachment to Jeſus Chriſt led him to abhor 
every thing which had any tendency to 
alienate his mind from the Lord, and to 
interrupt his communion with the ſon of 
God. 

From the ſame principle, therefore, he 
felt a fixed abhorrence to a ſelf-righteous 
diſpoſition. How ſtrongly is this mark- 
ed in the context “. Paul ſeems to have 
ſhuddered at the moR diſtant apprehenſion of 
being found in his own rightecuſneſs, as the 


Acts xx. 33 34 35. * Rom, vi. 1, 2. 
* See the verſes preceding the text. 
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ground, or as being any part of the ground, 
of his acceptance in the ſight of God. His 
capital concern was, as we have ſeen, to be 
found in Chriſt;” ** not having,” (he 
adds) *©* my own righteouſneſs, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the 
« faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which 


is of God by faith.” Some have ſought 


for acceptance by what is commonly called 


a negative righteouſneſs; they did not ſwear, 
| ſteal, or commit adultry. Others have 


thought proper to add, ſo much at leaſt, to 
this poor claim, as did, in their opinion, con- 
ſtitute a comparative rectitude of conduct, 


and gave them a ſeeming right to ſay, they 


were not as other men in general, or as this, 
and that man, in particular. Some have 
aſcended yet higher, and in what they called 
righteouſneſs, have included their frames 
and feelings, and I know not what of raptu- 
rous devotion. But, what is the ſum total 
of human efforts, and of human acts, or all 
that can be included in our own righteouſ- 


neſs, which is of the law, to “ the righ- 


* teouſneſs which is of God:“ not in, 
but “ faith?” Nor let the Antinomian 
imagine, that I ſupport his ſentiment by 
ſo ſaying : for, be it obſerved, that though 

I * the 


L ] 
e the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
faith,“ is here placed in direct oppoſition 
to the legal rectitude, or to the pretended 
rectitude, of a fallen creature, yet it is not 
ſet in oppoſition to evangelical obedience. 
In oppoſition quite the reverſe; it is the 
never-failing root of all that © righteouſneſs 
« and true holineſs,” which the goſpel is 
publiſhed to promote, and without which, 
„no man ſhall ſee the Lord*,” 

He who would be a follower of Paul, 
muſt firſt, practically renounce every thing 
for Jeſus Chriſt, which ſtands in oppoſition 
to his grace. Secondly, he muſt actually re- 
ceive him, and his atonement, as the ground 
of his hope, in life and at death. Third- 
Iy, he muſt not only defire to be found in 
him, but ſo, as to have fellowſhip with him, 
and to preſs toward the mark, for the 

prize of the high calling of God in * Chrift 
8 Jeſus .“ But J ſpeak now of the lead- 
ing aim, and of the general tenour of a 
chriſtian's life; and of each, according to 
the proportion of faith which each chriſtian 


leb. xii, 14. 


* He who would be found in Chriſt, muſt be diligent 
to be foung of him in peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs, 
2 Pet. iii. 14. 

« Phil. iii, 14. 


E 2 has 
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has received. I well know, nor may you 
forget, that all are not Apoſtles, nor Evan». 
geliſts, nor Martyrs. Nor is any chriſtian 
exempted from temptation, or, abſolutely, 
from backſliding. If any man, therefore, 
be overtaken in a fault“, let us endea- 
vour to convince him, we have pot forgot 
the Apoſtle's exhortation, to . "reſtore 
„ ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs: 
let us endeavour to convince him, we have 
imbibed ſo much of our maſter's diſpoſition, 
as not willingly to break the bruiſed reed, 
or to quench, by want of due compaſſion, 
the ſmoaking flax *. 

There is a righteouſneſs which faith re- 
ceives; this makes the ſinner juſt.” There 
is a righteouſneſs. which faith produces; 
this makes the believer holy. The firſt is 
our title to the promiſed inheritance, it be- 
ing the righteouſneſs of the ſon of God. 
The ſecond is our meetneſs to enter into the 
manſions prepared for us, it being, to that 
end, the work of the holy ſpirit, It has 
been ſaid, a hundred times, that theſe bleſ- 
| fings are diſtinct, but not divided: this is 
a fat worthy to be retained. Juſtification 


e Gal, Vi, I, Matt, Xii, 20, 
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is by faith as an inſtrument ; IanQificarion 

is by faith as @ principle: in juſtification, 
faith receives; in ſanctiſication, faith re- 
turns: or, in the former view of faith, the 
believer receives that righteouſneſs by which 
he is accepted in the beloved; in the 
latter, being at peace with God, his faith 
operates, and his heart returns to him * 
gave it, love for love. 


Thus, My Brethren, I have laid before 
you the leading ideas which I apprehend 
our Apoſtle intended to convey by the 
words of our text, 

Jou have lately heard, that there are dif; 
» ferent * attainments in chriſtianity, The 
loweſt of theſe attainments were not deſ- 
piſed, but cultivated by St. Paul. Com- 
ared with him, the attainments of our de- 
ceaſed friend were not great; compared with 
us, they were not ſmall, I verily believe, 
that the words of the text from her mouth, 
implied what I have expreſſed : acquaint- 
ance with Chriſt; affection for him; con- 
tinued expectation from the riches of his | 
grace, and an averſion, and dread of thoſe - 


5 Epheſ. i. 6. 
* Alluding to a ſermon lately preached on Phil. iti. 16. 


I things 
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_ things which might alienate her mind from 
bim. She was very ſenſible that ſhe was 
not exempted from temptation, nor from 
corruption, to the cloſe of her life. :A few 
evenings before her departure, obſerving that 
it was ſaid of ſome, that they were not much 
| burdened with a ſenſe of in-dwelling fin, 
ſhe ſaid, Well, I hope, I am nearer to 
© the perfect ſtate than they.” 

Mrs. STURG1s, of whom I now ſpeak, 
was born at Daventry, in Northamptonſhire, 
Her parents were, both of them, religious : 
and, by her, much revered, Her mother, 
when advanced in age, ſhe lived to aſſiſt, 
with a reſpe&ful regard to her ſuperior cha- 
racter. Her father died while ſhe was very 
young; but not before he had reaſon to 
conctude that his daughter, young as ſhe 
then was, was under religious impreſſions. 
His funeral text, I am told, was that, which 
I have now attempted to explain. They 
were words, it is ſaid, which he often 
ufed to repeat; and from his mouth, pro- 
bably, they firſt caught his daughter's at- 
- tention. I am defired to fay, that the firſt 
ſermon from which Mrs. STURG1s received 
inſtruction and hope, was, from theſe words 
in the book of Eſther: And fo will. I go 


6 in 
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in unto the King, which is not according 
1 to the law: and if I periſh, I periſh*.” 
Words, which I fear, have ſometimes been 
the ſubject of trifling diſcuſſion : but which, 
by way of analogy, have often been of uſe 
to many. 

Soon after this event ſhe came to London: 
and, after hearing ſeveral miniſters, ſhe gave | 
the preference to the miniſtry of the Rev. 
Mr. WILLIAM ANDERSON: who was 
then the paſtor of this church. She had, 
however, one difficulty to ſurmount before 
ſhe could enter into communion with the 
church under his paſtoral care, as they be- 
lieved, that baptiſm, by immerſion, was eſ- 
ſential to church fellowſhip : though they 
did not conſider it as eſſential to chriſtianity. 
But obtaining ſatisfaction from the words 
of our Lord to John, (“ Suffer it to be ſo 
* now : for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
* all righteouſneſs*:”) underſtanding theſe 
words * diſtributively, that it became John 


« Eft. iv. 16. Matt. iii. 15. 

* lanpocar! rar Sryarnoymy. Univerſalis hoc loco 
diſtributive intelligatur, id eſt, te tuam, me meam, 
guaſi dicat, te decet parere tuæ vocationi, me mee. 
Non hoc vult, Meus Baptiſmus eſt omnis juſticia. 

STRIGEL1US in Loc. 


in 


— — — 


in his character, as a preacher; penitents, 
as ſuch, and Chriſt, as the ſubſtitute: of 
penitent ſinners, to fulfil all righteouſneſs 
belonging to their reſpective characters; 
that is, to be obedient to the will of God, 
ſhe cheerfully ſubmitted to her duty, and 
was admitted a member of this church, 
about the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
„ 
In the year fifty- three, ſhe married Mx. 
STURGIS, who was then a member, and 
ſoon after a Deacon in the fame church. 
From her union with us, to her death, 
a period of thirty-three years, ſhe reputably 
ſuſtained, through divine grace, the plain, 
but important characters of a wife, a ſiſter, 
an aunt, and'a member of a church of 
Chriſt, 4 

As a wife, you, Six, who lived with her 
as her huſband, for more than thirty years, 
beſt knew her value: but you are now to 
know it, by her loſs. That loſs, great as it 
is, you have hitherto borne with chriſtian 
fortitude : nor is any other fortitude com- 
mendable on this occaſion. You are parted, . 
I believe, but for a little ſeaſon. The 
ſtream that ſome obſtruction ſeparates, fre- 
' quently meets again: and ſome time meets 


to 


Nl 5 
to part no more. I compare you and her 
with ſuch a current: blended in the ſame 
channel of life, you moved on together to- 
wards the ocean of eternity ; but ſeparated by 


the will of God, ſhe has obtained a ſhorter. 


paſſage :- your courſe is yet continued; and 


I wiſh, Six, it may, and I hope it will be 


cloſed with joy. Whatſoever things were 
lovely, whatſoever things were of good re- 


*'port*',” in the conduct of MRS. STURG1s, 


(and they: were many) to a practical pur- 
poſe, may you often think of thoſe 
things ! 


As a ler- in- lav, they are * who; 
ala have witneſſed to her benevolence : 


and they are living too, - You, Mus. Pal- 
MER, have found in Mrs. STURGI1s, a 
ſiſter indeed. To you, and to yours, her 
beneficence has long been conſpicuous. 
Chearfully ſhe concurred with your ſur- 
viving brother to open for you, and for 
your children, a door of chriſtian hoſpita- 
lity in a ſeaſon of great affliction: that door 
is not yet ſhut ; and while you continue to 
be as grateful, and uſeful, as hitherto you 
have, you need not bluſh to receive conti- 


Phil. iv. 8. 
F nued 
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nded favour. May all your ſorrows be ſanc- 
tified, and your conduct be truly chriſtian in 
every. tranſitory change! Ever may you en- 
dure as ſeeing him who is both inv * and 
immut able! 

As an aunty I have before me many 
vouchers, that this character was ſupported 
by Ms. STUuRG1s, with diſtinguiſhed ten- 
derneſs. I hope the fix nephews, and the 
niece, who have heard this remark, will 
convince their ſurviving wncle, that they re- 
tain a becoming ſenſe of her compaſſion.— 
MasTER CHEVALIER, at the grave of 
your aunt, I called you her adopted ſon. 
Pharaoh's daughter knew not how to be 
ſo kind to Moſes, as your aunt has been to 
you. Pharaoh's daughter ſaid to the mo- 
ther of Moſes, ©* Take this child, and 
* nurſe it for me*.” But your aunt ſaid, 
when the ſaw you left an helpleſs orphan, 
« I will take this child, and nurſe it for God: 
« I will endeavour, at leaſt, to bring him 
« up ia the nurture and admonition of the 
% Lord*.” She did ſo; and we truſt her 
kind intentions have been ſucceeded. Tt 
gave ber, your uncle, and us, great plea- 
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' Tore to ſee you, „while yet young,” united 


with us in the bonds of the goſpel.” May 


you continue to remember the ſalutary cau- 


tions, counſels, and ſupplications of our 


deceaſed friend, ſo as to give us all increaſ- - 


ing ſatisfaction 

As a member of this church, we who are 
left can ſafely ſay, ſhe dwelt amongſt us in 
peace and love. Not one can infinuate, 
« My enemy is at laſt removed.” But how 


many muſt ſay, when they ſpeak of her, 


« We have loſt a real friend !” Occaſionally 
Mxs. STURG1s heard the goſpel where-ever 


ſhe found it preached to her own edifica- 


tion; and by that liberal turn of ſenti- 


ment, ſhe was frequently inſtructed with- 


- out offending us: ſince, in ſtated duty, few 


were more punctual, or more ſatisfied, than 
herſelf. 


I Theſe outlines of the life of Mas. Srun- 
G18, were filled up with ſome ſtrokes that 


commanded reſpet ; and with ſome that 


excited pity. Her faults were ſeldom con- 


cealed, but often frankly confeſſed. She 


fear of God, and dying in "the faith of 


Chriſt. 
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Her laſt illneſs was long and painful. It 
is now nine months fince we ſaw her here; 
Could art, or care, or compaſſion. have pre- 
ferved her life, ſhe would yet be living 
where ſhe once lived, and, at this time, be 
fitting where ſhe uſed to fit. But, it is ap- 
pointed to us all once to die; and the exe- 
cution of that appointment, is with him who 
made it. She died on Saturday morning, 
October the twenty- third, aged ſixty- two. 
From the preceding Wedneſday, the ſymp- 
toms of her approaching death, to a medical 
eye, were viſible. Early on the Saturday) 
morning they were viſible to herſelf. With 
ſome emotion ſhe ſaid to MRS. PALMER. 1 
« Betſey, I am going!” Her ſiſter replied, 
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«© When pale-fac'd death has done his part, 
Then laſting joy ſhall fill your heart.” 


Mxs. STuRG1s expreſſed her belief of 
obtaining that favour. Soon after this, ſne 
indicated her wiſh to have the family called 
in, who readily complied with her requeſt. 
Mx. STuRG1s prayed with her, and read 

the hundred and twenty-firſt pſalm. When 

he came to theſe words, The Lord ſhall. 

es < preſerve thee from all evil: he ſhall pre- 
3 ſerve 


t 1 
«ſerve thy ſoul: the intimated her hops- 
of that mercy. She then called the ſur- 
rounding family to the bed-fide, and at- 
tempted to ſay, * My fleſh and my heart 
«+ faileth; but God is the ſtrength of my 
«« heart, and my portion for ever..“ But 
ſhe was not able fully to articulate thoſe 
memorable words. About ten minutes be- 
fore ſhe expired, it was obſerved, that 
death, though awful to us, was the appoint- 
ed entrance into glory. MRS. STURGI1s was 
then ſenſible; and, with a compoſed coun- 
tenance, aſſented to the truth of that ob- 
- ſervation. Then, looking upward, ſhe ſaid, 
Bleſs ! What was meant to follow can only 
be conjectured, for ſhe ſpoke no more.— 
Thus ſhe expired. 

Theſe minute circumſtances partial friends 
love to recollect and repeat; and, indeed, to 
hear them told. And within certain limits, 
the partiality of friends ſhould ſometimes 
be indulged. Who but the faftidious can 
be offended ? 

But, My Brethren, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, it is eaſy to ſpeak well of thoſe 
who are deceaſed: to manifeſt a be- 


i Pſalm Ixxiii. 26. 
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coming reſpect for thoſe who yet ſurvive, 


this is not ſo caſy. . The Lok p grant, 


however, that we may obtain grace to 
« love one another with pure hearts fer- 
« yently*:” and, both.now and ever, may 
we be found in him |——AmEN, | 


* I. Pet. i. 22. 


